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It is the mission of Stream Team to protect and enhance water resources and associated habitats and wildlife in 
Thurston County through citizen action and education. Stream Team is funded and jointly managed by the 
stormwater utilities of the Cities of Lacey, Olympia and Tumwater and Thurston County. www.streamteam.info
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•	 When	needed,	use	organic	slow-release	fertilizer.	This	will	help	build	soil	health	and	keep	nutrients	from	running	
off	into	waterways.		

•	 Let	your	lawn	go	golden	in	summer	or	water	only	1”	per	week	slowly,	when	it’s	cool	outside.		
•	 Mow	high.	Long	grass	blades	help	soil	hold	onto	more	moisture.	
•	 Compost	yard	trimmings	to	create	a	natural	source	of	nutrients	for	flower	and	vegetable	gardens.		

Not	sure	how	to	get	rid	of	your	lawn?	You	can	do	it	all	at	once	or	chip	away	at	it	gradually,	increasing	the	size	of	your	
garden	and	planting	beds	each	year.	Dedicate	a	few	of	the	hours	you	might	normally	spend	caring	for	your	lawn	to	
planting	native	grasses,	shrubs,	trees,	flowers	and	food.	Stream	Team	has	some	great	instructions	on	how	to	downsize	
your	lawn	and	what	replacement	plants	to	choose.	
To	learn	more	about	natural	yard	care,	visit	streamteam.info/yard-care-reference-library. 
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